
THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME       08/7/2022. 

 

Some years ago, when I was at St. John the Evangelist in Rochester, on Fridays I would 

offer Mass at one of the local nursing homes. On one occasion a ninety - year- old 

woman suffering from Alzheimer’s fell asleep the moment I began my homily. When I 

raised the Host & Chalice and said “The Mystery of Faith” the 10 plus people responded, 

“Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again!” They said it so loud that the 

woman woke up and shouted, “I didn’t know that! When did that happen?” 

Could it be that you and I are often a bit like that woman - though awake, we are sleep 

walking? Could it be that we go about our daily activities unaware that Jesus is not only 

coming in the future, but is in our midst every moment of our lives? 

Because we do not know when our last day on planet earth will be, our scriptures today 

invite us to do two things: 

1. Be vigilant 

2. Be obedient. 

First, as people of Faith we are called to be vigilant - that is, awake, alive, alert and 

watchful for His coming. Not just at the time of our death but likewise to be vigilant for 

his coming to us daily. Like Abraham & Sarah, our ancestors in the Faith, we too, are to 

look at all of life through the eyes of Faith.  With the eyes of faith, we must each in some 

way experience the Mystery of God’s presence as He comes to us in everyone and 

everything. 

Secondly, today’s Gospel calls us to be Obedient - that is, to be busy doing what is 

pleasing to the master why He is physically away. We find that easy if Jesus is truly the 

treasure of our Hearts! The story is told that when Pope John XXIII first visited the 

Vatican Offices when elected Pope, he was asked what they should do if Jesus should all 

of a sudden appear.  He simply responded, “Look busy.” The best way you and I can do 

that which is pleasing to Jesus on our earthly journey is to be as much like Him as 

possible. We are to be the presence of Jesus Himself, continuing his gracious ministry on 

behalf of others.  Being the presence of Jesus is no easy task. He really challenges us 

when   He says, “sell your belongings and give alms.” Obviously, we need money 

ourselves to live. Perhaps what He is saying is “Make a radical decision to be as 

concerned about the needs of others as we are about our own welfare.” 

Seeing Jesus everywhere and Being Jesus at all times is impossible on our own. The   

Good News - “With Me you can do all things.” It is through prayer and especially the 

reception of Holy Communion that we, too, will be able to say with St. Paul, “I live now, 

not I, but Christ lives within me.” 

 


