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When a young man or woman gives up their life out of love for their country, it 

brings honor and glory not only to themselves but also to their family, country, 

and friends. 

So, in today’s Gospel when Jesus is about to give up his life out of love for the 

Father and us, He brings honor and glory to both the Father and Himself. 

Jesus then lets us know how you and I can share in His honor and glory. He tells us 

we do that by “Loving one another as He has loved us.” And how has He loved us? 

His love for us was and is: Universal, Unconditional & Unlimited. 

That kind of love - Universal, unconditional & Unlimited- is impossible on our 

own. Jesus tells us, “Without Me you can do nothing, but with Me you can do all 

things.” 

That is why we come to Him in prayer, scripture and especially the Eucharist. He, 

and He alone is our strength. It is only with, in and through Him who dwells in our 

hearts that we too can do the impossible. That is to love as He has loved us. 

Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict, and now Pope Francis have all called us to what 

they call “The New Evangelization.” Pope Francis simplifies that concept by saying 

we so often think of Jesus knocking on the door of our hearts from the outside 

wanting to come in. The New Evangelization is simply Jesus on the inside of our 

hearts knocking on the door wanting for us to let Him out by bringing His love to 

the world, especially those who are poor both physically and spiritually. 

Everyday you and I are given opportunities to practice self -sacrificing love through 

showing compassion, forgiveness, helping, listening, healing, caring and 

tenderness to all we meet. The message is to seize the opportunity, the moment, 

for they pass so quickly. 

In the Ukrainian war we saw displayed for us on Television some people running 

away from the tragedy in order to save their lives and others running toward the 

scene to save others lives. This week reflect on two questions: 1. Which group was 

living Jesus’s commandment of loving one another as He has loved us? And 2. 

Which direction would you be running in? 


