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Two years ago, I visited the Refugee Camps in Uganda where most of the displaced people from 

my home town of Yei took refuge.  A small salt grass store in the camp displayed a small sign 

with the words, “A Born Loser.” Out of curiosity I stopped by and asked the guy why anyone   

would ever write this.  

Low self-esteem, self-hatred, and self-rejection are all the results from our unawareness of our 

true dignity as God’s beloved daughters and sons. 

Today’s Feast of the Baptism of the Lord reminds us of the value of our baptism that gives us 

our true identity as children of God. First of all, Jesus did not need baptism. By being baptized 

he shows his solidarity with the human race - a solidarity that began with his baptism. At his 

baptism the Holy Spirit came upon him and the Father said, “This is my Beloved Son.” 

The point is that you and I have received the same baptism. A baptism, a rebirth that unites us 

with Christ. We are in solidarity with Jesus. The same Holy Spirit that came upon Jesus came 

upon us at our baptism and the Father likewise says of you and me, “This is my beloved 

daughter. This is my beloved son.” That is what gives us our dignity and our vocation in life. 

And so everyday we need to recommit ourselves to Jesus, renew our desire to serve him, follow 

him and love him. And through the grace of God, may our lives come to reflect more perfectly 

the life God wants for each of us. That, one day, God might look at each of us, see a little bit of 

his Son, and be pleased with what he sees. 

In other words, it’s our way of saying, “God, I am still willing to do what you ask. I am willing 

to walk the path you have placed before me. I am still willing to take your hand and follow where 

you lead.” 

Jesus’ Baptism was the beginning of his public life. He was sent by the Father to heal the sick, 

to bring sight to the blind, to bring Good News to the poor - in short, to be a witness to the 

kingdom of God in our midst.  

That was the vocation of Jesus. Ours is the same. Our secondary vocation in life is being a 

carpenter, mechanic, nurse, teacher, salesperson, police person, and so forth. Our primary 

vocation is to be a witness to the Kingdom of God wherever we are. We are called by our 

baptism to live on earth as we will live in heaven - lives of love - period! 


