
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary time     06/13/ 021. 

 

Yes, the Gospel does say that if we have faith, we will be able to raise the dead and be bitten by 

serpents and not die. Part of the problem is that words don’t always mean what they say. For 

example, an over - worked Mother might say to a bothersome child, “Why don’t you go out in 

the street and play. “Taking words literally can sometimes be missing the meaning. It can simply 

be a surface understanding. Often words have a deeper meaning.  Scripture does this, especially 

the Parables. In the parables Jesus used the familiar to lead us to the unfamiliar, the things of 

this world to lead us to how his kingdom works. 

Parables create in us a spirit of wonder. They lead us to a deeper meaning. Most often they are 

not black and white with only one meaning. But rather are open ended, teaching us a variety of 

lessons about how God works. For example, our Gospel today has Jesus inviting us to look at the 

deeper meaning of a grain of wheat and a mustard seed. 

 Spring time is a perfect time for this lesson. Right before our eyes we marvel at how one little 

kernel of corn planted only a month ago has already become a knee-high plant that will result in 

a rich harvest. It happens gradually. It endures the hot sun, darkness, and storms as the farmer 

waits patiently. This invites us to reflect on our spiritual growth from childhood to adulthood. It 

is a slow process. We too endure ups and downs, dry periods and wait patiently but gradually 

we grow. 

Jesus also gives us a parable about the Mustard Seed. 

It is also small it is barely visible to the naked eye and yet it becomes like a mighty tree for birds 

to perch in.  

That parable likewise invites us to go deeper, to look beyond the mere seed. We might see that 

as representing the growth of Christianity. It started out with only twelve and has grown into a 

home for millions.  

Or we could look at the mustard seed as a symbol of ourselves. We seem so insignificant at 

times and yet God has a big plan for us, he wants to use us to bring comfort, healing, and help 

to others. 

Or it teaches us the lesson of “Little things mean a lot” in the kingdom of God. Like a stone cast 

into a lake sends ripples to distant shores, so the little good deeds that you and I do have a 

ripple effect in our families, the community and the world.  

That is why we must make sure we sow the seeds of good deeds, because the opposite is also 

true. Like the father who comes home from work and yells at his wife and the wife in turn yells 

at their son, and the son goes and kicks the dog! Bad seed also has a ripple effect. 


