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In the scripture that was just proclaimed to us, there was one word 

that was emphasized: 2 times in our second reading, and 8 times in our 

short Gospel. Smile, if you caught that word! You wouldn’t lie? Don’t 

feel bad if you missed it. I didn’t catch it until I sat with it for quite a 

while.10 times we just heard the word Remain having been read to us. 

It is as if the Lord is hitting us over the head asking. “Did you get the 

message?”  

 It is a bit like what happened to my Mom many years ago. She planted 

a mango tree in our back yard. She waited   five years and didn’t get so 

much as one mango.  So, one rainy day she went out and had a little 

chat with the tree.  She brought along an axe and showed it to the tree. 

Then she said to the tree “See this axe? If you do not produce any fruit 

this year, you are going to get the sharp edge of this axe. With that she 

walked away. That summer season she got more mangoes than she 

could deal with! The tree got the message!  

Today’s Scripture message is that, if we are going to produce any good 

fruit in this world of ours, like the branch that is firmly connected to the 

vine, you and I must be intimately connected to Jesus in a personal 

friendship. Without him we can do nothing of eternal value. 

Pope Francis says in his recent Exhortation - from Peasant to Pope every 

one of us is called to holiness of life. That can only happen if we remain 

in close contact with Jesus. 

St. John tells us that you and I can only Remain in Jesus, if we truly live 

by his word, his teaching, his Commandments. Jesus summarizes his 

teachings by saying, “Love God and one another as I have loved you.” 

He loved you and me to the point of giving his all on the cross and 



continues to give his all to this very day in the Eucharist, the Bread of 

life. 

If we have the courage to really look at ourselves, today’s Scripture 

asks a disturbing question. How can you and I honestly call ourselves   

Christians, if we fail to truly love those in our own neighborhood? Think 

of it, for the first 300 years of Christianity people took Jesus’ command 

to love the bad as well as the good so seriously. They chose to be meat 

for the lions rather than pick up weapons and return violence. They lived 

scripture teaching of overcoming evil with good. 

Jesus came and by his teaching, death and resurrection revealed that 

God is love and has sent you and me into this world   to spread His love 

everywhere. That is the good fruit that honors the Father! Like that 

mango tree that honored my mother that year and produced many 

mango fruit that year. 


