
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER          04/ 18 / 021. 

 

In our first Reading we see Peter so much on fire that he was able to open the minds of the 

very ones who had crucified Jesus to understand the Scriptures that Jesus truly was the 

Messiah. They repented and 3,000 were baptized that day. 

Our Psalm response today reveals the author on fire with the desire to see the face of God; 

In our second reading the Apostle John is so on fire in encouraging us to fall in love with God 

that he assures us not even our sins stop God from loving us; 

Our Gospel today begins with two disciples excitedly telling the others how on their journey to 

Emmaus Jesus opened their minds to the understanding of scripture when their hearts started 

burning within them and then He revealed himself in the breaking of bread; 

Our Alleluia verse today had us praying, “Lord Jesus, open the scripture to us; make our hearts 

burn while you speak to us.” 

The Resurrection places Jesus on this side of the grave - here and now - in the midst of this life. 

He is not standing on the shore of eternity inviting us to join him there. He is standing beside us 

in this life. The good news of the Resurrection of Jesus is not that we shall die and go home with 

him, but that he has risen and comes home with us, bringing all his hungry, naked, thirsty, sick, 

prisoner brothers and sisters with him. 

The Resurrection is simply God’s way of saying, “You might reject me if you will, but I’m going 

to have the last word. I’m going to put my Son right down there in the midst of you and He’s 

going to dwell among you from here on out.” 

In the morning of the Resurrection, God put life in the present tense, not in the future.  He gave 

us not a promise but a presence. So often we are like Martha who says to Jesus, “I know that 

someday we will share in the Resurrection.” But Jesus replies, “I am the Resurrection.” That is, 

here and now! That is why in our opening prayer we asked God that we would today exult in 

renewed youthfulness of spirit because of already experiencing Resurrection life now and in its 

fullness of spirit because of already experiencing life now and in its fullness hereafter. Having 

been nourished by the living word of God and the Bread of life this morning, may we leave here  

a spirit-filled and carried-away church all week long!  

 


