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“I am the good shepherd.” 

We all need people we can count on. For many of us, our spouse is just such a 

person. We know that we can turn to him or her in time of need and they will be 

there for us, doing whatever they can do to help…comforting, lending a hand, 

advising, embracing, you name it. Many of us can really count on our parents, 

friends and children, especially as we age, when we, the former caregivers, now 

becomes the people who need care. 

Yet, for how important our relationships are with our spouses, parents, children 

and friends, we know that even these can sometimes fail. Spouses sometimes are 

unfaithful. Parents, sadly, sometimes break ties with children who have 

disappointed them and sons and daughters sometimes move far away from 

parents intentionally, resulting only in the occasional phone call but not much 

more. 

The image that John places before us in the Gospel we just heard is quite familiar 

to us. Jesus is the Good Shepherd, the one who is willing to lay down his life for his 

sheep. And Jesus draws a crucial distinction between shepherds and people who 

are simply hired. The hired person puts limits on what he will or will not do. 

Jesus, of course, is saying that he is nothing like those people he is describing. He 

has a unique bond with his flock, a unique commitment. Jesus as shepherd is “all 

in”, fully invested, fully ready to protect what is his, no matter what. 

Naturally, we are deeply grateful that our God loves us that much. We want and 

need a Good Shepherd, to watch over us and protect us and keep us close to him 

and one another. Without a shepherd we would be lost. 

Many of us, myself included, are often more like the hired people in the story.  We 

want to follow him, but only so far. A challenge of some sort…comes our way, and 

we choose to back off from living the profound love that God invites us to. And so, 

we give thanks to Jesus for being our Good Shepherd. And we pray for the grace to 

strive to love him in much more committed and complete way. 


