PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
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Once upon a time there was a wealthy American who went on a safari in Africa. He wanted to
hunt a variety of big game so he hired a group of natives to take him into the depths of the
jungle. For three days from sunrise to sunset the natives worked hard at hacking away the
underbrush with their machetes. On the morning of the fourth day, they refused to move. The
American was angry and offered to double their wages. Still, they refused to move. When asked
what the problem was, they replied, “We have to let our souls catch up with us.”
Holy Week is a special time of the year for each of us to set aside our busy schedules and “Let
our souls catch up with us.”
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We do that especially by “keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus” especially as we walk with
him through the final days of his earthly journey.
A most helpful way of doing that is to pick up our Bibles each day this week and
prayerfully read the passion in one of the four Gospels.
It helps to vicariously pretend you are one of the persons in the episode-e.g., be Peter,
Mary, one of the crowds, or a Roman soldier- wear their shoes and try to imagine their
thoughts and feelings.
Read until you feel a burning sensation in your heart. And then simply stop and pray,
“Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” Then listen with the ears of the heart.
Watch with Him until you know he is talking to you when he cries out from the cross, “I
Thirst.” I thirst for your love.

To the degree that you and I draw close to Him, He will draw close to us. To the degree that you
and I fan into a flame our love for Him, so will we sense a burning sensation in our hearts. To
the degree that you and I make Holy Week, holy, to that degree will we experience
Resurrection joy on Easter!!!

