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“The World in its present form is passing away.” 

Some of us who have lived long enough might remember the uncertainty and brutality of the 

second world war. The great Depression, preceded by the First world war, the economic crisis of 

the late 1800s, the civil war, and COVID-19 of our time. 

My guess is, that for every one thing we feel is worse today than in previous generations, we 

can probably find two or three things that are better. The reality is that the world in its present 

form is passing away, and maybe that’s not a bad thing. And in the spiritual life, there is no 

“maybe” about it. Not only is change in the spiritual life not bad, it is absolutely necessary. And 

we can be only be better for it. 

Change is at the heart of the life God calls us to. And that transformation and “new life” is the 

fruit God so desperately wants us to share in …a fruit made possible by the suffering, death and 

resurrection of the Lord. We are on journey.  

It’s very possible that Mark wrote his account of the call of Simon, Andrew, James and John in 

the way he did, specifically to highlight that truth. It’s no accident that he doesn’t include any 

sort of conversation between the soon-to-be disciples of Jesus. Jesus simply invites them to 

something new. Their response is just as simple, they abandon their nets and follow him. 

Their old life had to pass away in order for something new to replace it. They couldn’t have it 

both ways, and neither can we. We’d like to, but we can’t. And our willingness to change, 

makes all the difference in the world. The world is passing away. Are we ready to get on board? 

So, what needs to change? Well, there’s not one answer that fits all of us. Others may need to 

allow their world of grudges and hurts to pass away. This involves not so much the replacing of 

existing relationships, but rather, an openness to repairing and healing existing ones. Are there 

people in your life towards whom you are holding grudges, refusing to forgive? This sort of 

change can often be the hardest, but the most rewarding. 

And others of us are like the people of Nineveh, mired in sin. And the change that God offers us 

is nothing short of a completely new start, to do-over, just like the people of that great city 

received. But it’s not easy. It requires a desire to be made whole, courage to take an honest 

look, a willingness to admit fault, and a genuine sorrow for our sin. That’s a lot. It doesn’t 

always happen overnight. But nothing will happen if we don’t begin taking those first steps, 

examining our relationship with God in an honest, complete and humble way. 

These are just a few examples of some of the ways God invites us to change. What is it in your 

world that God wants to see pass away?  For the Christian, the best days are always ahead, not 

necessarily in the short term, but always in the long. 


