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I am sure that nearly everyone here has had to have a difficult conversation with someone at 

some point in their life.  

Parents know this from their experiences with their children. A good example of this is when 

parents talk with their sons and daughters about important topics such as sexuality or drug and 

alcohol use. The parents might be trying to convey the message. “It’s really not right for you to 

be engaging in these activities.” The child may instead hear, “Just be careful.” Two very different 

messages. 

In today’s First Reading we got to hear a wonderful story from the first Book of Samuel. Samuel, 

while sleeping, hears someone call him. He thinks it’s Eli, but Eli doesn’t know what he’s talking 

about. It happens a second time, and once again Eli informs Samuel that it wasn’t, he who 

called him. A third time Samuel hears someone calling him. This time, Eli figures it out, and tells 

Samuel that the next time it happens he should simply say, 

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” 

 Notice, he doesn’t say, “Lord, I can hear you.” Instead, he says “…your servant is listening.” And 

I think that is significant. Again, the reason is simple: hearing and listening are not the same 

thing. Most of us are good at the one and not so great at the other, especially when it comes to 

the spiritual life, when it comes to listening to God’s voice. 

We “hear” things over and over and over, but do we really “listen”? Take Scripture for 

example. We know many of the phrases…. “Love your neighbor,” “Love your enemies,” and the 

workers in the vineyard who were given a full day’s wage even though they only worked a short 

time, the countless times Jesus reached out to the lowly and the unwanted…the sick, the poor, 

and the sinners. Yes, the “words” are right there in front of us. And we “Hear” them all the 

time, but do we truly “Listen”? 

To me, listening is much different from hearing, in all areas of our lives. But particularly in the 

spiritual life. Hearing only takes our ears. Listening takes much more. It takes our hearts, our 

minds, our souls, our whole selves really. Listening involves doing all we can to know and 

understand the “meaning “behind the words, and the implications that naturally flow from 

that understanding.  “Hearing” is an activity that remains at the surface. On the contrary, 

“listening” is more about letting the words way down deep into the core of who we are, 

challenging us, inspiring us, and transforming us, telling the truth, thereby allowing us to be 

more than we were yesterday. 

God is speaking all the time. He never stops striving to communicate and reveal himself to us, 

through his word recorded in Scripture, in the countless people and circumstances of our lives, 

and just as often, in the silence of our hearts. Is it possible that each of us can leave here today 

with a little bit of Samuel in us, ready and eager to receive and faithfully respond to whatever 

it is that God is asking of us?  

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” Not “Speak Lord, I hear you.” 


